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Editor’s Notes
The front cover of this issue fea-
tures photos from the 2001 Toronto
Hobby Show.

Many thanks to Eric Eisen, Donald
Morton, Ivor Setten, Lloyd
Schneider, Don Redmond, Colin
Hoare and others for supplying
items for this issue.

Enclosed with this newsletter is
the 2002 renewal form; please
renew early! The subscription/membership rates
are unchanged but US subscribers are asked to
send money orders, not cheques. If you’ve already
renewed, pass the form onto a friend.

Wanted: news of upcoming hobby shows to be
added to the CMAMAS website http://
www.edmc.net/cmamas/.

As everyone on “Spanner” is aware, a long lost
Meccanoman has returned - Bill Inglis of Australia
unexpectedly joined the group and has resumed
production of “WRI” reproduction channel seg-
ments (part number 119) using his original tooling
from 30 years ago.  I ordered a couple of sets for
myself and am very pleased with them.

Jim Gamble has written a new book about Frank
Hornby. According to one reviewer it’s “A real
delight, with lots of pictures of the old factory as
well as a lot of personal pictures and details of the
whole family and the business.” It’s available from
MW Models.

Meccano Centenary labels - Michael Adler and
others collaborated in the production of special
stamps to commemorate the 10th anniversary of
Meccano.  Colin Hoare sold these at the Toronto
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Meccano in Kingston in
the Spring!

The 13th annual Kingston (Ontario) Rail-o-Rama
will be on April 20-21, 2002, and the anouncement
includes “Meccano Society Display”!  In 2001 we
had an excellent turnout, and we should equal it
for Meccano’s 101st year!  The show is at
Portsmouth Olympic Harbour, and is presented by
the Kingston Division of the Canadian Railroad
Historical Association. Meccano (and Erector and
other construction systems) enthusiasts should
get in touch with Don Redmond not later than
January — but latecomers will be welcome.

Don Redmond, 9 St. Catherine St., Kingston ON
K7K 3R9

Phone (613) 546-7728; e-mail
rredmond8@cogeco.ca

Hobby Show and I was fortunate enough to get a
sheet. They’re also available from MW Models.

Material for future issues is dwindling; I need
more! I have some material from Ivor Setten, Bill
Bardutz & Ted van Klink in reserve for future
issues.

As always, the newletter is only as good as the
contributors. Your articles, photos, model plans,
short news items, want, sales and swap ads are
wanted.  Items in machine readable form (e-mail,
diskette) are preferred but everything is accept-
able, including good old HB.  If desired, your
material can also be posted on our website.  It’s
a great idea to document photos on the back using
post-it notes.  If you’d like any part of your
submissions re-
turned, please say
so; otherwise I will
keep everything.

Please note that I
plan to publish the
March 2002 issue
around March 1,
2002 so the final
deadline is Febru-
ary 25, 2002.

David Williams

Left and
below:
some of
Ashok's

specialized
parts (see
page 24)
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Presidential Perusings
At the risk of being accused of being Toronto-
centric (if such a term is permitted), I want to start
my column, as I did with the last one, by talking
about this year’s “The Hobby Show.” Without a
doubt, it was an overwhelming success, with a
magnificent array of models. The response to the
request that as many new models as possible be
brought to the Show was out-
standing, and I must thank every-
one who contributed. The num-
ber of attendees was once again
so good that we ran out of space,
but Ted Curl, the Show organizer,
was alerted to the possibility that
this might happen, and was able
to provide an additional area for
us to use.

Everyone who attended left, I am
sure, with lots of happy memo-
ries – and lots more Meccano in their possession.
The “Grab Bags” that Colin Hinz put together were
extremely popular, and very few were left at the
end of the Show. Virtually all the new Meccano
sets, specifically the Crazy Inventors Sets, were
snapped up, and we have placed orders for more.
In short, “The Hobby Show” is proof that the old
adage “You can never have enough Meccano” is
alive and well.  Of course, one has to keep in mind
that spare parts may not be as easy to acquire in
the future, since the current owners of Meccano
have no plans to make any available, so this might
be construed as a last fling, as it were.  One
participant, who shall remain anonymous, arrived
with the stated intention of buying $1,000.00-
worth of Meccano – and came up just $2.00 short
of his goal!  One can always be sure that a Show
is successful from a financial standpoint – just look
at the width of the smile on the Treasurer’s face
at the end of the three days!

So many aspects of the Show were a success that
it would be impossible to list them all: one that
deserves mention, however, is the dinner that we
had together on Saturday night at “Le Biftheque”
Apart from a parking problem, and slightly cramped
quarters, it was a superb evening. Thanks once
again to Attila Szakonyi and Marsha Brandston
for all the work they did in planning the evening
down to the last detail, including the room deco-
rations.  The yardstick of any such evening is the
desire by the participants that we repeat the event
in 2002 – and the requests were so numerous to
do so, that we definitely are planning to include as
part of next year’s Show.

Finally, my thanks to everyone who made the trip
to The International Centre in 2001, whether it be
from near or far. A great time was had by all! If
possible, please come back next year as well.

For those of you who subscribe to the Spanner
network on the Internet, you will know that the
number of e-mails that you get daily are quite
significant – certainly, at this house, we get more
from this source than all others combined.  Many
of them make interesting reading, and it can be
considered the modern-day equivalent of the
“Among The Model Builders” column in the old
“Meccano Magazine.”  For example, one hint that
I saw recently submitted by Wes Dalefield recom-
mended that, to prevent tarnishing of the zinc-
plated Strips and Angle Girders, they can be
covered with a light coating of sewing machine oil.
This, in my view, is what this medium is all about.

Lately, however, two things have happened on
Spanners that I, and I am sure, many others find
disturbing. The first has been the propensity to
“flame” other contributors. For those readers who
do not know the jargon of the Internet, this means
to be rude about and/or to another contributor.
This is partly, I am sure, because humour, like
beauty, is in the eye of the beholder, and the
Internet has no national boundaries. Even so, the
quality of the debate has deteriorated, although the
pleas by many people to clean up the debate will
hopefully improve matters.

The second item of concern is the apparent abuse
of Copyright. In one e-mail that caused a lot of
strong debate, a contributor from one particular
country stated “Can someone say what CQ and IM
are?  I have no other information other than they
are ‘official publications’ of the Meccano hobby,
and as CQ is too expensive for most people copies
of every issue of both magazines are available in
black & white without any subscription.” Fortu-
nately, the country in question is not Canada.
Clearly some who subscribes to these magazines
is running off to the local photocopying shop, and
making numerous copies that are then distributed
free of charge.

All the magazines dealing with Meccano are
protected by Copyright, including our own maga-
zine. I make no bones about the fact that I am a
strong advocate of Copyright.  I find it abhorrent
that individuals in the Hobby are prepared to
violate the Law in this way, particularly in view of
the fact that our numbers are low, and we need to
support each other.  If everyone ran off and copied
“Canadian MeccaNotes” and then handed them
out to their friends, the magazine would quickly
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cease publication, as it would no longer be eco-
nomical to produce. The subscribers we have are,
as far as I know, ethical about this, and everyone
pays for their own copy. My thanks to you all for
this show of honesty.

Well, it is time for me to get off of my soapbox, and
to wish everyone the best for the forthcoming
festive season, and to a prosperous and success-
ful 2002. Of course, it is to be hoped that one New
Year’s Resolution will be for everyone to resubscribe
to “Canadian MeccaNotes” - assuming that you
have not done so already. We have one subscriber,
by the way, who has paid for his magazine for the
next seven years! Obviously, in his eyes, we must
be doing something right!

Colin Hoare

Canadian Meccanoman
of the Year

It gives me great pleasure to inform everyone the
name of the person who has been awarded the
Canadian Meccanoman of the Year.  It is the
Secretary of the Association, Colin Hinz.

Colin deservedly won this award for his
modelbuilding skills and his work in processing all
the Irwin spare parts that C. M. A. M. A. S.
purchased, along with the coordination of the
orders that have been sent to India and Argentina.
Please join me in congratulation Colin for his
award.

Colin Hoare

New member Madhav Bhalerao going through the
hundreds of photos available at the show.
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General Announcement
Regarding Sales of

Parts, Grab Bags and
Sets

All of the stock of spare parts from Irwin have now
been sold, aside from some of the Grab Bags and
a few “leftover” items.

The leftover items are Allen head
grub screws 69a, available in
bags of 12 pcs at $5.00 per bag,
and also complete Ball Bearing
units (p/n 168) which are $25.00
each.  A few of these Bearings are
entirely Calais Meccano parts,
but most of them consist of
Meccano Plain Bearing Face 168a
and Bearing Race 168c, but the
Sprocket Bearing Face 168b is a dark blue repro-
duction from Ashok Banerjee.

Of the Grab Bags, we have remaining Bags A, B,
C, D, M, T and U.

There is also a supply of various reproduction
parts available, from either Ashok Banerjee in
India, or from Exacto in Argentina.  As the stock
changes frequently, a list is not included here.

To obtain a list of the Grab Bag contents, and also
an up-to-date list of the repro parts stocks, please
send a #10 self-addressed stamped envelope
(SASE) to the Secretary, go to the CMAMAS
website http://www.edmc.net/cmamas/ or request
one by e-mail.  Website & E-mailed
lists are sent out in PDF format. The
PDFs will always be downloadable
from the website (this includes the
complete list of ~18 pages).

Lastly, both Ashok Banerjee and
Exacto can supply many more items
than what we stock.  Any of these
parts may be obtained through us by
special order, and a complete price
list is available either by e-mail or on
paper.  Note that the list is rather
long (18 pp or so) so if you are
requesting a paper copy, please send
along a few dollars for postage.

Please address all requests for lists
to the CMAMAS Secretary.

Colin Hinz, CMAMAS Secretary,
asfi@eol.ca

Toronto Hobby Show
2001

I travelled to Toronto again this year to participate
in the Hobby Show; two years since my first trip.
There was an extra big exhibition this year due to
Meccano’s 100th Anniversary.  In addition to the
usual rectangle of tables there was another area
close by almost the same size.  Due to all the
participants there was no problem filling all the
tables!  Below I have described some of the models
at the show; my aplogies to those I missed; there
were far too many to remember!

I brought along one of my older models “Tom
Thumb” as it was easy to pack.  Gordon Frank, my
Meccano compatriot from St. Albert was more
ambitious, he brought a heavy wooden box packed
tight with his large Bulldozer and other models.

The Meccano Jazz Band had an unusual sound
thanks to Kirk Roth.

Lynn Krause brought a very novel model, one of the
most imaginative ones at the show.  It didn’t look
like much at first, a small colourful 3 wheeled cart
with a large sail.  The neat thing was that the model
continuously moved along a curved track using
wind power supplied by a bank of surplus com-
puter power supply fans.

Ron Kurtz brought one of the more advanced
models, a working model of a giant bucketwheel
conveyor that transported dried corn from one
bucket to another. The model is based upon a
machine formerly used in Fort McMurray for tar
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sand excavation. The conveyor belts
were made from bicycle inner tubes.
Rumor has it he may even publish a
modelplan.

Dr. Robert Gibeault brought a remote
controller excavator that was good at

digging sunflower seeds from a ontainer
and loading them into a truck.  My only
complaint was that the controls were
not idiot proof enough to prevent me
from fouling the lines. Robert also had
on display 2 Meccano France sets with
blue-gold parts from the 1950-1960
era.

Charlie Pack came from California with
his windmill power generator.

Don Pearson brought along a Meccano
display model of 6 model airplanes
flying in a circle. Amazingly, a show
attendee made him an offer he couldn’t
refuse and he sold the model then and
there.

Earl Pitts brought a variety of models,

e.g. a fancy Meccanograph and his model that moved a
tiny red ball around in a circle from stick to stick.

Ed Barclay came from Owen Sound with a large gear
demonstration model and an 1869 Mill Engine among
others.

Phil Edwards came all the way from California and
displayed a remote controlled tank and a 3 speed gearbox
motor chassis.

Don Redmond displayed the Meccano 1901-2001 model
shown on the front cover of this issue, a nickel-plate Ferris
Wheel as well as lots of pre-war Meccano sets.

Kendrick Bisset displayed an interesting 1938 #4 blue-
gold set, manufactured in the USA as well as some other
pre-war sets.
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Greg Rahn, last year’s Meccanoman
of the Year, had an impressive dis-
play of sets including many varieties
of “Gear Sets A & B”.

Hubert Hogle displayed his Mobius
Strip, Martha the Robot as well as a
bunch of smaller models with novel
mechanisms.

Madhav M. Bhalerao came all the
way from Georgia to see the exhibits
and join the club.

John Wapshott brought two Bird-
cage models; one in Meccano with
flying birds and one in AC Gilbert
Erector with butterflys.  Ever since I
saw a photo of his Meccano model
a few years ago I’ve been wanting to
see the original. He also recently
acquired a store display box for
Pocket Meccano complete with sev-
eral unsold boxes.

Colin Hoare’s brought along a
PingPongatron model from CQ. Not
quite working unfortunately, but I
sympathize as I started building the
same model last year and got stuck
even earlier.

Bernard and Therese Champoux had
a Meccano boat built using one of
the AC Gilbert Meccano hulls.

Colin Hinz displayed a beautiful red-

green Twin Beam Pump-
ing Engine as well as one
of the new Meccano France
“Crazy Inventors” Airship
models.

Doug Armstrong didn’t
exhibit any models this
year but he did show up
with a case of maple syrup
for free distribution among
the participants.  Great
stuff!

There was a crew who
spent lots of time filming
the Meccano exhibition;
they hope to make a docu-
mentary.

The Grab Bags sold at the
show were popular with
everyone. I augmented my
supply of 6" Blue Pulleys
among other things. I now
have a lifetime supply of

battery pack
parts. Many
thanks to Colin
Hinz and Lynn
Krause for mak-
ing this all
posible.

The special din-
ner on Saturday
night was a re-
sounding sucess.
Good food, good
company, lots of
door prizes (both
Meccano and
non-Meccano).

David Williams
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The New Meccano Sets
Recently Meccano has produced six new sets.
These are the 4600, 7600 and 8600 members of
the Future Masters series and 7650, 8650 and
8651 of the Crazy Inventors series. The prices from
MW Models in Britain range from 14 to 40 UK
pounds less taxes if the item is exported outside
the European Union. I learned at the Hobby Show
that these sets will be available to local dealers in
Canada over the coming months through the new
distributor RP Toys of Mississauga, ON.

Each set has an instruction manual describing 3 to
5 models, most with
diagrams illustrating
every construction step,
and some with just a
few pictures which re-
quire the builder to think
a little more. The quality
control on the parts is
excellent. The efficient
Mark II motor comes
with a 3v battery holder
in 7650 and a 6v one as
well as a gear reduction
unit in 7600, 8600, 8650
and 8651.

The sets contain the tra-
ditional metal parts and
an increasing fraction of plastic ones, with several
from the Junior Meccano System. I accept the use
of dimensionally stable plastic because it is cheaper
than metal and has many uses in modern engi-
neering. Certainly smaller models run quieter with
plastic gears. However, with triangular shafts and
plastic or rubber collars, there is not a single piece
of brass in these new sets. Also the size of models
is limited by the absence of any structural pieces
longer than 5 1/2".

Steel nuts and bolts still form the basic means for
joining parts, including the plastic ones, which
require plenty of 3/8" and 1/2" bolts. The nuts are
square and the bolts have Allen heads. However
there is increasing use of the less secure Track Rod
Pin #260d to connect a metal part to a plastic one.
Proper locking nuts #37h continue to be used in
place of the old double nut for pivots. The standard
bolts, 15/64" long, are black, while the longer ones
and the nuts are zinc plated. All zinc would be
preferable to avoid the confused look when long
and short bolts are adjacent.

New plastic parts in these metal sets include a 3"
tall man with joints in the arms and legs, large feet

for the walking machine in 8600 and a 4 1/2" wide
bulldozer blade. Unfortunately some of the realism
of the blade is lost to four bolt holes along the lower
edge. A screwdriver from the Junior system
appears as ship’s funnel in 8650. New rubber
components are caterpillar tracks of 10 1/2" and 15
1/2" circumference in 4600 and 7600 and 3"
diameter tractor tires with heavy-duty treads in
8600.

The steel pieces in these sets include the very
useful 1 1/2" cube #160g and the 5 1/2"  channel
160d, which can be a central structural element as
the flanged plate #52 once was. A surprise among

the metal items is the return
of the 4 1/2" x 2 1/2" and 5
1/2" x 2 1/2" flexible plates
and the 2 1/2" x 2 1/2" U-
section plate  #191, 192
and 199, all with an excel-
lent silver finish.

A special feature with the
Crazy Inventor sets is thin,
cleanly finished plywood
panels ranging in size from
1 3/8" to 8 1/4" in the longer
dimension. However, most
have unusual shapes such
as a picket fence or bird
wings and even the rectan-
gular items have too few

bolt holes for general applications. The 7650 set
also has two transparent plastic hemispheres
with circumferential bolt holes and matching
wooden frames which serve as a driver’s cab.
These hemispheres should stimulate the imagina-
tive model builder. The most remarkable new part
is the inflatable blimp in 8651.

The illustrated parts lists at the front of each
manual maintain and extend the familiar Meccano
numbering system in a reasonably consistent
way, though there are now the letters A, B, J, or
P preceding the numbers of many of the new
plastic, rubber and wooden parts and S for the
label sheets.  One anomaly among the new
numbers is the plastic 57-teeth gear with no boss
and a round centre hole designated B88 in the
midst of the wooden panels from B46 to B89.  This
sequence also is broken by B47, the inflatable
blimp, B51, a 2 1/4" plastic strip and B53, an
anchor with chain.  The two-piece rocket motor
#487 from Space 2001 of 1979 and Hyperspace of
1982 has reappeared in 4651 as B90 for the end
cap and B91 for the nozzle.

Don Morton
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A Simple Way To
Mount Ash Tray Tires

On Meccano Rims
I recently wanted to use Firestone ashtray tires
on a Meccano model of a “Bob Cat” type tractor.
I found a similar application for the “Road
Grader, Canadian Special Model #15”.  I tried,
and tried and then decided there had to be a
simpler way.

The Meccano Rim for a Firestone Tire:

Two 3" pulleys, (19b) and four bent, step strips
(44) form the basis of the rim.

A 10" length of #10 insulated electrical wire is
first wrapped around each of the 3" pulleys to
act as a centering spacer when the pulleys are
mounted on either side of the tire. The bent
stepped strip is bolted to each slot hole of one
of the 3" pulleys with the step edge against the
flat surface and facing outward.  This gives four
fingers protruding from the edge of the pulley to
slip into the tire cavity.  Two of the bent stepped
strips can be tightened in place prior to slipping
them into the tire.  The other two are turned into
the cavity and tightened in place after the pulley
has been mounted in the tire.  The second 3"
pulley is inserted from the opposite side and
when the two pulleys are tightened to a rod the
rim is fixed firmly in place. For realism one 8,
hole bush wheel (24) is bolted with 8 bolts and
spacer washers to the outside of the outer 3"
pulley.  In this case the bush wheel boss is
tightened to the rod to secure the two halves of the
rim.

Mount the wheels on your model and you’re ready
to roll!

Lloyd B.
Schneider,
From my Log
Cabin
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Building with the New
Meccano

Doing a Meccano Show here in Winnipeg for the
100 year anniversary, Raymond from Toad Hill
Toys gave me a chance to look at the new Meccano
Sets before the public; I purchased sets #10, #20,
#30 and #40.  The reason was to build models
from these new sets to demonstrate to the public.

The first set that I opened was set #40
which is the second largest set avail-
able.  Looking in the box I see a large
amount of plastic parts, plastic gears,
pulleys, wheels and new parts that I
never used before.  My first thought
was “will it work?”. The colors are not
to my best of taste, purple and orange!!!
And worst of all, triangular axles.  I did
like the suitcase type storage box with
different compartments to store all your
new parts.  The 4 large rubber tires are
excellent, but I ‘ll have to figure a way
to hide the purple rims.  The electric
motor is also on the plus side, no wires
to connect to the battery box, all hooks
up together but you’re limited to the
distance between the two.

Opening the manual, we first see all the parts
included in the set, and the actual length of the
bolts and axles.  If you’re not sure if you are using
the right length of bolt just go back to the front of
the manual, put the bolt down on the picture of the
bolt and easily identify the correct length.  Looking
in the manual is a bit scary, but if you study the
pictures carefully before you build the model it’s
quite simple.  Examining all the models in the

manual shows that no parts are bent.  I really like
that.

The first model that I was to build was the walking
elephant that is shown on the lid of the #40 box.
Carefully studying the model in the manual, I
started building the mainframe of the beast, which
is my favorite part because of the motor and all the
gears.  About 4 hours later, I flick on the switch and
the model becomes alive.  As the elephant walks,
the head swayed from side to side and the tail bobs

back and forth.  I’m quite delighted with my new
model.  My three year old grandson wasn’t sure
if he was momentary scared, but his eyes were
glued to the walking contraption.  Conclusion of
this model?  Well, it worked flawlessly through the
whole weekend of the show.  The motor and gears
were excellent.  Oh by the way, there was one
mistake in building the model, the rear legs were
hitting the 9 hole strip across the rear of the model,

but this was easily repaired by moving
back the rear of the model by one hole
on the #26 trunion.

So far I’ve built 4 models of the new
Meccano and I like it. It sure is different
from our Liverpool set and maybe I’ll
learn a few new tricks from them.  My
favorite is the #7 race car set. I hope
that we can purchase the #50 set here
in Canada.  I certainly will buy it.  Toad
Hall Toys gave me the Special Edition
Set which is not supposed to be in
Canada.  This set is the largest by part
count but I was surprised to see no
gears and it comes in the old Meccano
suitcase style storage box, but in a
different color.  A word of warning;
they have a clear rubber O-Ring part
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#59c to hold parts together - if you drop
a few on the floor, goodluck to find
them.  Also when you empty the bag
after you open your new set make sure
they are all out of the bag, they tend to
stick to the bottom of the bag.  I’ve lost
about 7 or 8 of them already.

One last thing - I installed a plastic
worm gear on the short end of the
hexagon screwdriver, it makes it much
easier on your fingers.

Happy Modeling, Rick Collette
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An Astronomer’s Hobby
My Meccano life began in Toronto in 1940 at the
age of 7 when my parents gave me a No. 3 set. It
was a combination of green strips, a red flanged
plate, and blue flexible plates crossed with yellow
lines.  Presumably Binns Rd. had these blue plates
left over from the blue-
gold era which changed
to medium green and
red in 1937.

World War II prevented
the acquisition of any
more new sets, but I
was fortunate to receive
a D set in blue and gold
from a cousin, and to
find a box of second-
hand parts at the St.
Clair Hobby Shop near
Wychwood Ave.  To-
wards the end of the
war, I discovered in the
Toronto phone book
that Meccano had an office at 187-189 Church St.
The elderly agent told me that he had no sets or
parts, but he did sell me the Instructions for the 5a
Accessory Outfit printed in 1941 and a copy of
“Meccano Parts and How to Use Them”.  This
parts book was extremely informative, as was the
companion “Meccano Standard Mechanisms”,
which happened to be in my cousin’s collection.  I
found that Eaton’s Toy Department carried the
Meccano Magazine and purchased my first copy
in April 1945.

After the war, as Meccano resumed production, I
purchased several accessory outfits culminating
in 8a to make a No. 9 set. I also obtained an
extensive collection of Hornby Dublo trains and 3-
rail track.  In 1947 my Grade 8 teacher gave me the
assignment of explaining to the class, the next
day, how a steam engine works.  That evening I
constructed a model which demonstrated clearly
the operation of the piston, cross-head, crank-
shaft, eccentric and flywheel.  It proved to be a
successful teaching tool.

During my years at Northern Secondary School, I
constructed a model of the 75-ton shipyard crane
illustrated on the cover of the April 1946 Meccano
Magazine.  The tower was 2 m high and the boom
2 m long, so that it could not reach full height inside
our home.  I exhibited the model at a Boy Scout
show in the Toronto Coliseum.

During the following years I had minimal time for

Meccano while studying mathematics and phys-
ics at the University of Toronto, working summers
at the David Dunlap Observatory, and moving to
Princeton University in New Jersey in 1956 for PhD
studies in Astronomy.  My student days were
followed with research positions flying instru-
ments on astronomical rockets, first for the U.S.
Naval Research Laboratory in Washington D.C.
and then back at Princeton University.  However,
I had kept the huge crane together and eventually
moved it from Toronto to Princeton, where it was
part of the living room furniture until I married in
1970.

In 1976 the Mortons moved to Australia, where I
was appointed Director of the Anglo-Australian
Observatory – the organization which operated the
3.9-m telescope that the two countries had re-
cently constructed.  There was no time to dis-
mantle the crane so that it travelled all the way in
3 pieces.  I found a Meccano Club in Sydney and
displayed the crane at two local shows before I
finally took it apart.  I learned about MW Models
and often stopped in Henley on my trips to meet
with British astronomers. One time I brought
along a small model of Trevithic’s locomotive and
displayed it at a Henley show.  My travels some-
times took me through Los Angeles, permitting me
to visit Clyde Suttle of the Southern California Club.

After ten years in Australia, I had the opportunity
to move back to Canada to work at the National
Research Council in Ottawa as Director General of
the Herzberg Institute of Astrophysics. The Insti-
tute is responsible for all the Government observa-
tories including Canada’s participation in interna-
tional ones such as the 3.6-m Canada-France-
Hawaii Telescope and the 15-m James Clark
Maxwell Radio Telescope, both located at an
altitude of 4000 m on the dormant volcano Mauna
Kea in Hawaii. These telescopes are open to all
Canadian astronomers through semi-annual com-
petitions.  A major role of the Institute is the design
and construction of instruments for these tele-
scopes through the use of the latest technological
developments.

In 1991 Canada joined a new international project
to construct the Gemini Optical Telescopes with 8-
m mirrors, one in Hawaii and the other in Chile to
study the stars overhead in both hemispheres.  The
other partners are the United States, the United
Kingdom, Australia, Chile, Argentina, and Brazil.
I had spent so much time in advocating and
organizing Canada’s share of this project that it
was natural for me to consider modelling the
Telescope in Meccano.  An 8-inch concave shav-
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ing mirror fixed the scale at 1 m = 1 in.  Then
I acquired many Meccano pieces of medium
or French blue in order to model the structure,
since the French company that won the
contract for the real pair of telescopes had
painted much of the steelwork that colour.

My other hobby is climbing mountains, both
the modest ones on Vancouver Island and
much higher ones in South America and
Asia. I retired in early 2001 so that now I have
time for both hobbies as well as continuing
with astronomical research.

Donald Morton

Editor’s note: for more information on the
Gemini project see http://gemini.hia.nrc.ca/
Eindex.html

Hobby Show 2002
FYI, next year is the 20th anniversary of the club’s
involvement with the Hobby Show. It will be held
Friday-Sunday, November 8-9-10, 2002

This year I had the chance to meet Al Brandston
at the Saturday night dinner. He’s one of the people
who exhibited at the show and helped make it
popular. For many years one big attraction at the
Hobby Show
was Al’s
Meccano Crane,
a huge monster
that got bigger
year after year.
He would attract
big crowds to
see it build huge
towers.

Unfortunatly, Al
hasn’t been able
to attend the
show for the
past few years
due to poor
health but the
memory of his
crane lives on.

David Williams

Prizes for
Submissions

Starting in March 2002, the club
will be drawing from the names
of everyone who submits ar-
ticles to the newletter.  The
winner will win a prize in appre-
ciation of their support.

David Williams
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Down Memory Lane
1926, 24th December: Late evening, two young
boys, five and seven years old, half asleep, are
sitting on the top stair, peeking at their father and
motherand big sister decorating the Christmas
tree.  Their imaginations are full of skates, skis,
toys, candy and food (to act as filler) to be delivered
by Pere Noel.

25th December: Early, very early, you find the
boys, plus the tired but happy parents, opening all
the goodies.  Included was something very new in
Canada, Meccano.  It did not take long for mod-
eling attempts to be undertaken.  Many were the
severe cold days spent at this fascinating toy.  For
a 9 few years, spare parts were acquired; but
fortune and other plans took over, and unfortu-
nately Meccano was lost or otherwise disposed
of.

1961, Dec. 24: Two youngsters 5 and 10, brother
and sister, are re-enacting 1926; but this time both
are helping and in no uncertain terms have made
their choice known, by Father Christmas or other-
wise.

Dec. 25: Early, etc. ... Included was a commonly
distributed toy, in a bigger box, but the basic
material still identical to yesteryear’s: Meccano!
The lad, being curious, also helped by fondly
remembering Dad, was not long in recreating
1926.  Every year following, the Meccano inven-
tory increased and models got more complicated.

High school was reached, and between sports and
girls (plus some study), Meccano started taking a
back seat, way back; but the father never lost
interest, although no kindred spirits were found to
share his interest.

I digress here to add that my career had taken
(solid?) footing on the steel deck plates of movable
steam engines as a CNR fireman, where I was
eventually promoted to Engineer (engine driver) till
pension time, but that is another story. There were
quite a few railroad modelers in the fraternity with
a wide knowledge of Meccano products, but
unfortunately these were used as accessories, not
as a hobby.

My brother, who was a lab technician for the
Government, used to pass on a few surplus parts
that were at that time used in various experiments
in their department.  Then entered the Computer
Age.  Knowing of my interest in Meccano, he asked
me if I could use spare parts and gears, of which
the department was disposing.  Seeing he was my
brother, I only tugged my forelock rather than get

d o w n
on one
k n e e .
T h e
cornu-
copia of
m a t e -
r i a l
pleased
a n d
amazed
m e .
L a t e r
on, he
n o t e d
that given all the waste plus what some senior
staff (management!) got away with, he could have
gotten me much more — water under the bridge.

That really got me going (all those gears!) in
expanding my Meccano collection!  I had been
subscribing to the Meccano Magazine for years,
plus the Meccanoman’s Journal (G. Maurice
Morris), so I noted the parts suppliers and picked
one at random. You must understand here that
most of the odd parts I was ordering from my local
dealer had to be ordered from English suppliers.  It
took six to eight weeks for me to get them.  By
going direct this was reduced to four to six weeks;
when building a model, it helped.  MW Models
caught my eye — a wise choice. This led to a fruitful
business acquaintance and friends that are still
being expanded. Through these connections I
began building Supermodels (the Midlands
Meccano Guild ones) by purchasing the added
parts from MW, at the same time getting the
needed parts to complete a No. 10 set, the goal of
most Meccano boys!  This also led to my subscrib-
ing to the Midlands Meccano Guild Gazette and,
need I add, to correspondence with Ernest Chan-
dler.  I must state here that Ernest (and his family)
have become solid and dear friends; plus the full
roster of the Midlands Meccano Guild, and many,
many more.  In one of Ernest’s early missives he
steered me to Norman Lacroix of Petawawa,
Ontario (200km from Vanier/Ottawa), who at that
time was endeavouring to gather Meccano enthu-
siasts by starting the Canadian Meccanoman’s
Newsletter.  Strange are the ways and byways of
this hobby!  By this, and the International Hobby
Show in Toronto, my lonely hobby got to be a wide
circle of new and fascinating friends; it took only
twenty years.  Now the circle expands at a faster
rate, much because of the advanced communica-
tion network.  No, I do not have a computer!  My
son has more than he knows what to do with. I
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asked him one time, “Do you need all that?” and
I got the classic answer: “Do YOU need all THAT?”
End of conversation.

I had by this time built up a No. 10 set plus, and
like others started to haunt flea markets, car-boot
sales, etc.  The Canadian Newsletter came out
with a marvelous sale ad of a Meccano collection:
two No. 10 sets, extra sets, motors, parts and
Meccano Magazines.  Fortunately at that time our
company (CNR) and the union reached an agree-
ment of a thorny wage and back-time situation, so
having a few dollars to spare after buying a new
TV and other things, I made immediate contact
with the seller. This collection was in Montreal
(160km away).  As I was engineer on the Ottawa-
Montreal passenger runs, I phoned and made an
ironclad agreement of sale.  After talking my son-
in-law (a strong chap) into coming with me, we
drove to Montreal to finalize and pick up the
collection.  It was a Meccanoman’s dream come
true!  I finally had enough!  Magazines in abun-
dance, which gave lots of spares for trade and
sale; the same in Meccano!  Now I was modeling
with three No. 10 sets-plus — the last word in the
sentence was of course not true!

The hobby shop owner nearby has reasons to
know me. Though he does not deal in Meccano
anymore (unfortunately), he gets in touch with me
when someone in his shop makes Meccano inquir-
ies. A few years ago he phoned and gave me
information about a chap having a No. 7 set he
wanted to dispose of.  Just having been steered to
a No. 7 set of very poor quality, in a broken box of
bent and misused parts, that I bought mostly for
nuts and bolts and a few girders, I was in no hurry.
After a few weeks my conscience bothered me and
I said that I must follow through, if for no other
reason than to keep these avenues open.  Naturally
it was the other side of town, way the other side.
When I reached there, it was a very nice, large
home.  The gentleman who answered was about
my age, I found out.  He had just retired and sold
his home, and the movers were coming in a few
days and he was going to southern central Ontario
where his children resided. Politely listening to all
this, I eventually inquired about the Meccano set.
“Come into the garage,” he said.  “Ho ho,” said I
to myself, “another one.”  He then explained it was
not a No.  7 but parts he had built up to a No.7-
plus (he was sure).  He then produced a beautiful
cabinet, compartmented, full of red-and-green
Meccano, gears, etc. — the majority in very good
condition, the rest all usable!  Taking a deep
breath, I explained that I had lots of Meccano; I had
a few pictures with me for proof.  He was

interested, and glad his collection was going into
caring hands.  I then proceeded to hedge around
prices, etc.  Then he said, “No, no, I don’t want to
sell it —I just want to give it to somebody that
knows what it is and will take care of it and use
it to build models.”  I nearly lost my breath—
thanked him profusely — took it home and at the
first chance inventoried it.  The collection was
worth over 500 Pounds, then.  Also there was the
time ... but that is another story.  I may get around
to hearing a few of yours some day!

I kept acquiring “things” until my room was
overflowing.  I finally realized there was only so
much I could keep, so many models to build and
store (to show and admire), that I decided to clear
out extra boxed sets, plus spare parts.  Spare parts
are the ones you look for after you have sold them!
Now I have only a few more extras of which I’m
trying to dispose.  My friends in Canada will be
glad to hear that!

During all this time I have endeavoured to fill in my
Meccano Magazine collection from the word
“Go”.  I have what has been described as a very
good collection.  Having started late in life, and
considering how far back MM collectors have to
go, the early issues are very difficult to acquire.
Also the condition of some material is fair to poor,
to say the least.  Adding the cost, it can get dicey.

The supply of “other” Meccano publications is
easier to obtain.  I subscribe to three from England,
two in Canada, one from the U.S.A. and one from
New Zealand.  I have also gone to the trouble of
buying all the back issues of these magazines.  So
adding the G. Maurice Morris publications, and
the Cavendish Books volumes, my library is exten-
sive.  In fact I have reached the sad conclusion that
I must dispose of something.  The “Binns Road”
Meccano Magazines were selected; that will
probably have happened by the time this reaches
the printers.  (This is now sold.)

So now I can build one or more fairly large models
and leave them assembled for a while, without too
much worry about parts if I dig in and start another
one.

Some of my meanderings have been published/
criticized/praised, etc., and I hope to follow with
more. I am not a Bert Love (prolific author) but I
“have an eye”.

Ten years ago I was very fortunate to be able to
take a voluntary early pension.  This is happening
more and more these days with one exception.
The people are more or less found out. Progress!
This has helped my participation in the hobby



18    Canadian MeccaNotes December 2001

immensely.  By drawing from savings, etc., and
what you more and more see on cars, vans, etc.,
“courtesy of my children’s inheritance”, I am
visiting worldwide Meccano enthusiasts.  So you
may see and hear me around your models, parts,
etc., photographing and asking penetrating (silly)
questions.  Look for me!  (Been there, done that!)

S. J. Dubois

A Novel Application of
Meccano

Last summer, while visiting a bookstore in En-
gland, I was surprised to see a pile of paperback
novels, each with the cover reproduced from a
Meccano Instruction Manual of 1939.  This is the
manual which showed two boys playing with blue
and gold models of a crane, ship, traction engine
and steam truck, all against a light green back-
ground.  David Williams had mentioned the novel

and reproduced its cover on p. 3 of
the June 2000 Canadian
MeccaNotes. Inside the cover I found
a 270-page story titled, “Golden
Deeds”, by the New Zealand au-
thor Catherine Chidgey published
in Britain in 2000 by the Macmillan
subsidiary, Picador.  One of the
reviewers quoted on the back found
similarities with Canada’s Marga-
ret Atwood.

The novel moves back and forth
between scenes in England and
New Zealand, with the connec-
tions appearing only near the end.
A Meccano set is mentioned pe-
ripherally as something enjoyed by
a boyhood friend of a central char-
acter growing up in England. Later
his father purchases some sets,
including the 1931 No. 115 Ship-
building Set, as an investment rather
than a toy for his son. Then there is
a surprise ending involving
Meccano.  The author acknowl-
edges a friend who lent her various
“vintage Meccano Magazines”.
David reported that Meccano France
charged the publisher US$1000 to
reproduce the cover.

If you enjoy Margaret Atwood, I
would recommend this novel for
reading, apart from its Meccano
connections.

Donald Morton
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0-4-0
Caledonian

Saddle-Tank
Introduction

The Caledonian Railway was
one of Scotland’s oldest and
largest railways.  The total
track mileage of Scotland’s
railways, at their peak,  was
about 3,900 miles of which the
Caledonian owned almost
1,100 miles.  As with most
railway systems the
Caledonian was formed from
a number of smaller enter-
prises.  The road gained ac-
cess to Glasgow in 1831 and
it was here that the famous St.
Rollox works was founded.

As well as serving major cen-
tres such as Glasgow,
Edinburgh, Perth and Aber-
deen the Caledonian reached
many small coastal commu-
nities and by 1890 the
Caledonian was operating a
large fleet of coastal steam-
ers.  The coastal ports and
communication with the outer
islands  brought with them
light commerce and the inevi-
table dockland rail lines with
tight curves and light loads.
The Caledonian employed
many small locomotives to
operate in the docks and in
1895 Locomotive Superinten-
dent J. F. McIntosh introduced
his class 611 Saddle-Tank
which locally became known
as “Pugs”.  These locomo-
tives, which were ideally
suited to light shunting work,
became part of the London
Midland and Scottish Rail-
way (L.M.S.) system upon the
great railway groupings of
1923. The L.M.S. kept them in
this capacity and also allo-
cated one to each of St.  Rollox
and Crewe works where they
acted for many years as works
goats.  As they were intended

for very short hauls and light duty
no coal bunker was fitted, so up to
a ton of coal was actually heaped
in the cab with the driver and
fireman expected to work around
the mess.  To alleviate the prob-
lem some locomotives were sub-
sequently permanently attached
to a small wooden tender.

This class of locomotive was very
long lived and lasted into the early
1960’s when diesels and/or lack
of trade finally ousted them from
the docks.

The Model
For this model no bolt-by-bolt
building instructions are given as
most construction is obvious from
the illustrations, however, a few
notes are in order.

While being a small model it is
very fiddly to put together so it is
recommended that the following
order of construction be followed
otherwise it may later be found to
be impossible to attach various
other parts due to lack of access.
Commence by building the main
frames and attach the driving
wheels, cylinders and connecting
rods.  This should be followed by
mounting the motor and attaching
the firebox.  The saddle tank and
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smokebox are constructed as a separate unit.
Mount the safety valve, tank water filler and funnel
before attaching the unit to the frames. Construct
the cab, add buffers and couplings.  Note:  There
are still a few spots where it is very difficult to
screw the nut onto the bolts.  I use a long
magnetized screwdriver to maneuver the nut onto
the bolt.  With a little practice you will be able to
rest the nut onto the bolt and with a careful turning
motion the magnetic tip of the screwdriver will turn
the nut onto the bolt.

Cylinders, Coupling and
Connecting Rods

To construct the cylinders you must very carefully
select the following parts: Two Chimney Adaptors
- the end holes must be perfectly central without
burrs. Two 1 1/2" Axle Rods - Must be polished,

square ended (French or early Meccano)
and be free of burrs. Two Threaded
Couplings - Choose ones with the deep-
est longitudinal drilling and ensure that
the axle rods slide smoothly in the
longitudinal hole. Four Narrow Angle
Brackets - They must be identical and
bent at exactly 90 degrees.

Attach the forward Chimney Adaptor
to the frames. Place a Threaded Cou-
pling into this Chimney Adaptor and
locate a second Chimney Adaptor,
holding a bolt in its side hole, facing the
first thus enclosing the Threaded Cou-
pling.   Attach the Chimney Adaptor to
the rame.  In order to do this it is
necessary to locate the screwdriver
through the open side hole of the Chim-
ney Adaptor and through the hole in the
Threaded Coupling.  Once this is ac-

complished the Threaded Coupling is attached by
a bolt in its longitudinal threaded hole to the end
hole of the forward Chimney Adaptor.  Test to
ensure that the 1 1/2" Axle reciprocates very
smoothly in the unit - adjust accordingly.

The coupling rods are 3" Narrow Strips attached
to Narrow Angle Brackets.  A 3/8" Bolt is locked at
the very top of the slot of the Narrow Angle Bracket
and on this bolt is locknutted the 3" Narrow Strip.
On the rear driving wheel the bolt also carries the
connecting rod which is a 3  1/2" Narrow Strip.  Use
Hexagonal Nuts for the locknut as hey are slightly
smaller than square nuts and, therefore, operate
more smoothly.  A Collar is attached to the inner
side of the hole in the Narrow Angle Bracket by
means of a set screw.  As this set screw must not
grip the rod use the shortest possible and add

spacing Washers as re-
quired.  A regular grub screw
in the other tapped hole of
the Collar attaches it to the
driving axle.  The connect-
ing rod is attached to the
piston rod by means of a
Collar and Shoulder Bolt.
Test the mechanism and
carefully adjust.  There is
little room for error.

Motor and Drive
The two driving axles are
connected by a pair of 3/4"
Sprockets and  a length of
chain.  The forward axle
also carries a 50-tooth Gear.
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A 38-tooth Gear held between a pair of 1/2"
Reversed Angle Brackets meshes with this gear.
To ensure a proper mesh adjust the position of the
3" Flat Girders holding the driving axles by careful
use of the slots in the parts.  A worm on the output
shaft of an MO Motor meshes with the 38-tooth
Gear.  1" Angle Girders are attached, slots up-
wards, to the base of the motor.  3/8" Bolts and
spacing Washers are used to mount the motor to
the side 2 1/2" Flat Girders.  Use the slots in the 2
1/2" Flat Girders and 1" Angle Girders to ensure a
proper mesh between the Worm and 38-tooth
Gear.  Test that the
entire mechanism
runs smoothly.

Saddle
Tank and

Smokebox
The actual construc-
tion of these units is
evident from the il-
lustrations.  To at-
tach the funnel, bolt
a Collar, threaded
hole forwards and
spaced by three
Washers, to the
front top hole of the
smokebox.  A Sleeve
Piece serves as a
funnel and is at-
tached to the
threaded hole of the
Collar by a short Set
Screw. A 3/4"
Flanged Wheel at-

tached to a Chimney Adaptor
serves as a flared funnel top.  Sim-
ply push the Chimney Adaptor into
the Sleeve Piece.   Attach the
bottom two holes of the smokebox
to the frames and the rear Angle
Bracket on the saddle to the top of
the firebox.

Cab and Fittings
Construction of the cab and fit-
tings is shown in the illustrations.

Parts Required
The following list of parts was
compiled by examining the model
which is still extant.  The listing is,
therefore, subject to minor correc-
tion.  The quantity of nuts and

bolts is a close approximation.

Ivor Setten
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 2 of part No.   1 b               1 of part No.  27                10 of part No. 103 h
 2      - - -    3                 1      - - -   31                 1      - - -  103 m
 1      - - -    4                 1      - - -   32                 2      - - -  111
 5      - - -    6               150      - - -   37 ab              5      - - -  111 a
 6      - - -    6 a               8      - - -   37 c               8      - - -  111 c
 2      - - -    8 b              38      - - -   38 *               2      - - -  125
 2      - - -    9 a               4      - - -   38 a               4      - - -  133 a
 2      - - -    9 c              12      - - -   38 d               1      - - -  163
 4      - - -    9 e               2      - - -   48                 5      - - -  164
 2      - - -    9 f               2      - - -   57 d               1      - - -  187 a
 2      - - -    9 l               7      - - -   59                 6      - - -  188
 1      - - -   10                 2      - - -   63 c               1      - - -  189
 4      - - -   11                 5      - - -   69 a               1      - - -  192
23      - - -   12                 1      - - -   77                 2      - - -  194 d
 4      - - -   12 b               1      - - -   90                 2      - - -  235 a
 4      - - -   12 d               6      - - -   90 a               7      - - -  235 b
 2      - - -   16 a             10"      - - -   94                 2      - - -  235 g
 1      - - -   18 b               2      - - -   96 a               1      - - -  235 h
 4      - - -   20                 2      - - -  103 e               4      - - -  239 **
 1      - - -   20 a               6      - - -  103 f               1      - - -  321
 1      - - -   20 b               1      - - -  103 g               2       Shoulder Bolts

* Number of Washers required for spacing purposes.

** Exacto Narrow Angle Bracket
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A Visit to India - Part 2
of 2

One of my non-Meccano hobbies is tramping
around the world with a backpack.  In late April,
I left Mumbai (Bombay) by train on my way to

Ahmedabad,
the princi-
pal city of
G u j a r a t
s t a t e .
Ahmedabad
is a major
industrial
city in In-
dia, and
has been
called the
“Manches-
ter of the
East” due
to it’s in-
dustries.

I took the
opportu-
nity to
visit two
of India’s
Meccanomen
on this
t r i p ,
A s h o k
Banerjee

and Arup Dasgupta.  I arrived in Ahmedabad
Saturday morning on the train from Mumbai
(Bombay) and was picked up by Ashok.  We went
back to his apartment condominium and I was
invited to stay in their son’s bedroom as he was
away in college.  The hospitality was amazing,
this was the first time that I’d stayed at an Indian
residence.

The Ahmedabad area was the scene of a big
earthquake the previous year, Ashok showed me
where tiles had popped off in his lobby; we also
went by one large building that had collapsed.

Ashok works as an engineer, but the only enginering
activities I saw were his Meccano spare parts
business.  He started out small, getting parts
reproduced for his own use but is now a major
dealer of Meccano spares.

I visited many of the workshops where all his parts
are manufactured.  It’s very interesting seeing all
the special dies and punches that are used.  Two

of my
p h o t o s
show the
s p e c i a l
dies used
to make
Boilers -
one die to
punch out
the hole
pattern,
another
used to
bend the
b o i l e r s
into their
distinctive
shapes.
M a n y
s m a l l
b u s i -
nesses in
Ahmedabad
are in-
volved in
his opera-
tion.  Some are small 2 man machine shops; others
employ dozens.  They are picked based upon their
ability to manufacture with consistent quality,
Ashok has invested a lot of his time locating just
the right suppliers.  Some of them specialize in

m a k i n g
b r a s s
parts like
couplings
a n d
gears.  He
was lucky
enough to
locate the
s p e c i a l
gear cut-
ting ma-
c h i n e r y
t h a t ’ s
needed for
Meccano
g e a r s .
O t h e r s
m a k e
s t e e l
parts like
g i r d e r s
a n d
s t r i p s .
Powde r

Arup & Ashok

Ashok & his wife
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c o a t
painting
is done at
another
o u t f i t .
N i c k e l /
zinc plat-
ing is an-
o t h e r
special-
ized step.
J u s t
keeping
all these
activities
coo rd i -
nated is a
m a j o r
task in it-
self and
he has an
assistant
to handle
things.

A s h o k
Banerjee

now supplies an amazing range of parts.  Geared
Roller Bearings in red/green, blue/silver.  Girder
Frames, Special Screwdrivers, brass nuts/bolts,
flat plates, you name it. He now sells a wide range
of parts, both common
ones as well as those
aimed at advanced en-
thusiasts.  Ashok’s web
pages are at http://
members.tripod.com/
A s h o k _ B a n e r j e e /
M e c c a n o v i l l e /
Welcome.htm.

During my visit, he sold
his last 3 remaining
Meccano set 10 replica
cabinets (which are very
beautiful) so his cabinet-
maker had to get busy
making more.

Arup Dasgupta dropped
by one afternoon.  My
visit came at a bad time
for him, he was preoccu-
pied with family matters
as well as work.  He works
for the Indian space
agency and they had just

launched
s o m e -
thing into
space.

E v e n
though my
stay was
brief, I had
the oppor-
tunity to
see some
of the lo-
cal tourist
sites.  The
G a n d h i
Ashram is
l o c a t e d
next to a
river and
was Ma-
h a t m a
Gandhi’s
h e a d -
quarters
during the
long struggle for Indian independance.  I visited
some “step-wells” which have a series of steps
leading down to lower platforms terminating at a
water well.  Akshardham is a beautiful
Swaminarayan temple with multi-media displays

depicting the life of saints, paintings
and audio-visual presentations.

After leaving Ashok’s I took the train
to Armitsar (via Delhi) near the India-
Pakistan border.  Armitsar is the
Sikh holy city, home of the Golden
Temple.  After a short visit I headed
across the border to Pakistan, and
went north to China. I carried all the
way home a small packet of Ashok’s
parts.

David Williams

Boiler Dies Boiler Hole Punch
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Ashtray Tires - New
USA Supplier

I recently heard about The Arrow Publicity Com-
pany who will supply new ashtray tires suitable for
Meccano models.

They have many styles of ashtry tires available and
will even offer a discount if you don’t want the
ashtray!

Their address is 2067 West 41st Street, Cleveland,
OH, USA 44133, phone: 216-651-3330, fax: 216-
651-8714, email: info@arrowpublicity.com .

More information and an order form is on the
WWW at:

http://www.freenet.edmonton.ab.ca/meccano/
mecgy.html#usa

http://www.arrowpublicity.com

David Williams

Parts Stockpile
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Model Plans and Canadian
MeccaNotes Back Issues

Can be obtained from:

o  within North America: Colin Hoare (address
on page 2), Money Order or Cheque.

o  elsewhere: MW Models (address below).

MW Models
4 Greys Road, Henley-on-Thames, Oxton,
England  RG9 1RY, phone: 0491 572436,
FAX: 0491 571175,
mwmodels.meccano@btinternet.com

http://www.btinternet.com/~mwmodels.meccano/

Credit cards are accepted!

The Peddler
FOR SALE: Many very desirable spare parts for
sale new or near new.  Old no. 9 set (pre 1962) in
zinc for sale, no box.  $1150 U.S. or $ 1750.00
Canadian.  Many dark blue parts for sale very good
or new very competitive prices, lots of brass, etc.
Samuel F. Chow, 7466 - 13th Avenue, Burnaby,
BC V3N 4K4, 1-604-525-7855.

FOR SALE: Meccano parts: yellow/blue, Red/
green, gears, motors and windups, manuals and
complete sets l973 vintage, sets 3 to 6.  Send for
price lists or your wants.  Earl Pitts, 26 Dyer Court,
Cambridge, ON  N3C 4B8.  (519) 658-2086 or
email 102260.2432@compuserve.com
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